
Magnuson Park 

Welcome to Northwest 

Parks Foundationôs 

regular Park Profiles 

newsletter.  Our pur-

pose is to showcase 

parks and projects in the 

region that may be of 

interest to you and your 

constituents.  If you 

have suggestions for a 

park or project that you 

would like to see high-

lighted, please contact 

Suzette Hart at suzet-

teh@nwparks.org. 

Seattleôs second largest park, with 

roots going back to the early 20th cen-

tury, has been experiencing extensive 

construction to help, as Mayor Nickels 

said, ñbring [Seattle] a huge step 

closer to realizing the vision of 

Magnuson as a great urban park.ò 
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Warren G. Magnuson Park 

Seattleôs second largest park has 

something fun for everyone! 
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History  
 

In 1900, the Sand Point peninsula ob-

tained its first park, named Carkeek 

Park after developer Morgan J. Car-

keek.   The park endured until 1922 

when the land was designated for use 

by the Navy to construct an air station.  

In 1926, the entire 413-acre plot of land 

was donated to the Navy - a donation 

worth $5.2 million in todayôs dollars 

without accounting for property appre-

ciation. 

 

Use of the air field  ceased in 1970, 

though Navy operations continued on 

some level until 1991.  The Navy do-

nated the majority of the land to the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration and the City of Seattle 

in 1975.  The land then became Sand 

Point Park.  The name stuck only 

briefly, as two years later it was re-

named Warren G. Magnuson Park af-

ter Senator Magnuson who repre-

sented Washington state in Congress 

from 1944 until 1981. 

Warren G. Magnuson Park 
7400 Sand Point Way NE 

Seattle, WA 98115 

(206) 684-4946 
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Parks Safety Net (PSN) 

Program 

 

Provid ing resources to manage 

endowments and raise tax-

deductible capital for park im-

provements, recreation pro-

grams and events in your 

neighborhoods and communi-

ties. 

 

For more information, visit us 

on the web or contact Suzette 

Hart at 425-284-0420 or 

suzetteh@nwparks.org 

Improvements Underway 

Magnuson Park is currently in the late 

phases of its Wetland, Habitat, and Ath-

letic Field Development Project.  The 

project affects 43 acres of the parkôs 350 

total acres.  The project calls for: 

10 acres of wetland development 

12 acres of asphalt removal for natu-

ral habitat 

2 synthetic turf lighted soccer fields 

1 synthetic turf rugby field 

2 baseball d iamonds (still under 

construction) 


